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take special trouble to cultivate the connection with the Crown

Prince.

All the Princes of the Rhine Confederation made a pilgrimage
to Erfurt. Amongst them on ist October, 1808, at Napoleon's
request, were King Maximilian Joseph and his Minister Montgelas.
In spite of everything that had taken place, the Crown Prince
knew that the ladies at the Russian Imperial Court were still
considering an alliance between him and the Grand Duchess.

At the Congress, the King of Bavaria first introduced the
subject of territory and finances. In accordance with his son's
wishes, he begged Napoleon that no Bavarian troops should be
employed in Spain, and he also touched tentatively on the marriage
question. He had no suspicion that Napoleon and the Czar
were holding portentous conferences concerning the fate of
Alexander Fs two sisters, Katharina and Anna, the latter of whom
was then only fifteen years of age. Although the Emperor Francis
had married again, Katharina had not hesitated to inform her
brother that she detested Napoleon, 'a man made up of duplicity,
cunning and personal ambition/1 and would never marry him.
Napoleon had been hinting at his hopes regarding Katharina, but
after this emphatic declaration by his dear peculiar 'Catau', as the
Czar called his sister, he left Napoleon in no possible doubt as to
the hopelessness of any such plan. Thereupon Napoleon suggested
Anna. In any case it would have been extremely mortifying to
the Emperor if, after his own failure, Ludwig were to marry the
Grand Duchess Katharina. He did everything therefore to prevent
it; he remained silent about his own failure, put forward political
considerations, and said to Montgelas2: 'You can act as you think
fit with regard to the Prince's marriage, but I would have little
confidence in him, in fact I would rather mistrust him, if he were
to contract an alliance with a Royal House that was not on good
terms with me. To-day my relations with the Emperor of Russia
are good, to-morrow they may be bad. . . . His cousin of Saxony
would be a far more suitable wife for the Crown Prince/

'She is not, I understand, at all to His Royal Highnesses taste/
replied Montgelas.

'Then^another will have to be found. But remember my words/

Ludwig waited impatiently for news from his father from

* Moatgelks, p. 170.